
 
Newsletter, Week of 10/31 – 11/4/2016 

 
 
 
Time Change: Sunday, November 6th at 2:00 AM. Please set your clocks back 
one hour on Saturday evening.  
 
Veteran’s Day Holiday: Friday, November 11th. Our office will be closed on 
Friday, November 11th in observance of the holiday.  
 

Father Joe’s: The Associated Student Body (ASB) invites all students to participate in a trip to Father 
Joe’s on November 15th. Please see Mr. Camacho or Mrs. Holt if you are interested in attending this 
community service trip.  
 
LOTE ASSESSMENT: Beginning with the Class of 2016, all San Diego Unified School District students 
are required to demonstrate proficiency in English and a language other than English (also known as 
LOTE or world language) in order to satisfy our high school graduation requirements.  In order to satisfy 
the LOTE requirement, students must demonstrate proficiency equivalent to two years of secondary 
instruction in a language other than English. There are six ways in which students may satisfy the world 
language graduation requirement.  Most students satisfy the requirement via Options 1 and 2, but 
students may also satisfy the requirement through alternative means:  

1.  Successful completion of 2 years of world language courses in an SDUSD school 
2.  Successful completion of 2 years of world language courses in an SDUSD-approved  
     Independent World Language School 
3.  Passing an AP, IB, or SAT Subject exam 
4.  Successful completion of 2 years of formal instruction in a language other than English at or  
     beyond Grade 6 (verified by foreign transcripts) 
5.  Passing a district-designed LOTE Alternative Assessment (assessments are currently  
     available in Arabic, Cambodian, Somali, Spanish, Swahili, and Vietnamese). 
6.  Receiving a certificate of proficiency from a college or university 

The most popular of the alternative means is Option 5, the LOTE Alternative Assessments.Passing that 
assessment certifies proficiency equivalent to two years of secondary instruction in world language, 
thereby satisfying the SDUSD graduation requirement and UC/CSU minimum “e” admissions 
requirement.  This assessment, however, does not provide any SDUSD graduation credits.  In addition, 
while UC/CSU require a minimum of two years of world language for admission, they highly recommend 
three years. This level of proficiency is not certified by the LOTE Alternative Assessments. Taking the 
LOTE Alternative Assessment does not preclude students from taking additional world language 
coursework; however, proper placement is critical. Students passing the Spanish LOTE should enroll in 
Spanish 5-6, Spanish 7-8 Honors, or AP Spanish to complete a third or fourth year of world language 
when they matriculate into their local high school. Please let Mrs. Castillo know if you have any questions 
about LOTE testing at: scastillo@sandi.net.  

 
Unlocking the Genius 10th Grade Experience: 10th graders can now 
log into Canvas to see the Unlocking the Genius course that will help 
them discover areas of interest, explore careers and develop new skills. 
This course takes about 3 hours total, and if completed by November 
11th , will culminate in a face to face experience at Junior Achievement 
in Mission Valley on November 14th. 10th graders are highly encouraged 
to participate. Please watch for a separate email with login information 
and a special guest from the current ‘Voice’ series that will visit our 
campus and debrief with the Junior Achievement attendees. Please let 
Mrs. Conway know if you have any questions: vconway@sandi.net.  
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